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Cleft lip and palate are common and distressing human birth defects but much still needs to be
learnt about the care and management of the conditions and the long-term consequences of the
treatment. This work provides a forum for the development of better understanding of the
problems involved and for better new ideas to be developed to significantly improve the
treatment of this condition. All aspects including plastic surgery, speech therapy, oral and
maxillofacial surgery, growth and psychology and paediatrics are analyzed and discussed, as
well as treatment failures and prosthetic rehabilitation. This first volume, concentrating on the
early years, is divided into three parts. The first deals with the embryology and epidemiology
of these conditions and addresses the social and psychological problems of the newborn; the
second considers timing and sequence of lip and palate repair, long-term results of primary
bone grafting, periosteoplasty and lip surgery, and the third section, on speech, surgery and
growth, analyzes these three aspects and their interrelationships. The work includes
discussions between experts with differing viewpoints and sometimes controversial opinions.
It will be a useful reference for those involved in the treatment of cleft lip and palate patients
including plastic surgeons, orthodontists, speech therapists, paediatricians, psychologists,
radiologists and medical geneticists.
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to Those patients treated at the right time required less surgeries and less salvaging The focus
of this article is the need of a close long-term follow-up to ensure an Keywords: Cleft lip,
cleft palate, hypernasality, alveolar bone grafting, dental if it is performed too early, growth
would be impaired, and if too late the teeth This is the most important surgical stage in
primary cleft lip/nose repair. When the palate is involved, two-flap palatoplasty is performed
at 8 months of age. a surgical–orthodontic–speech-oriented protocol based on long-term
experience Subsequent growth and the final degree of deformity and outcome depend on the
Review of 40 years of serial complete bilateral cleft lip and palate and complete casts of
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within the neonatal period takes advantage of the high degree of plasticity within cleft lip or
cleft lip and palate and caregivers electing to have early repair. . of long-term results,
involving lip revision and secondary nasal surgery rates.
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